ST. PETER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Stpeterlutheranchurch.net
13221 W. Todd School Rd.
Glasford, Illinois 61533
309-389-534.2
Pastor Raymond Barclay

2o [

Sketeh drawn bg Allce Dlver

Sunday, May 11, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Easter

| O T

= |



PRELUDE: ORGAN /CLAVINOVA

[*] REQUESTS YOUR RISING IF COMFORTABLE
CALL TO WORSHIP BY OUR CHURCH BELL
GREETINGS

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY:

Introduction to the Sermon

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of
Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the
great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.



*GATHERING SONG Jesus Loves Me! (ELW 595)
Jesus Loves Me!
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lit - tle ones to him be-long, they are weak, but he 1is strong.
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



*INVOCATION (WOV p. 46)

P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart.

If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.

Faith comes from what is heard,

and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.




*SCRIPTURE SONG (WOV p. 47)
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Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for- ev-er and ev - er.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 47)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

- UA

God of all power, you called from death our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep. Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal the injured, and to feed one
another with knowledge and understanding; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen

FIRST LESSON: Acts 9:36-43

A reading from Acts.

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her
kindness and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town.
When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer.

*“Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas.
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. *’ At that time she became ill and
died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. ** Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, “Please come to us without delay.” * So Peter got up and went with them; and
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him,
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with
them. * Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to
the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat
up. *' He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he
showed her to be alive. ** This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in
the Lord. * Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

READER The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 23

The LoRrD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)

' The LorD ! is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.

“The LORD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.

You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

° You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ! running over.

®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

SECOND LESSON: Revelation 7:9-17

A reading from Revelation.

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also
the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering.

? After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. '’ They cried out in a loud
voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
' And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, ' singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”



'Y Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?” '* I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he
said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

" For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
' They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
'"for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

READER The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOYV p. 48)
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*GOSPEL: John 10:22-30

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the
Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and
will never be snatched from his hand.

°* At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, ** and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. ** So the Jews gathered
around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.” * Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; *° but you do not believe, because you
do not belong to my sheep. ' My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me.
8T give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my
hand. *” What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out
of the Father’s hand. °° The Father and I are one.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY: 'HIS LAMBS'



HYMN OF THE DAY How Great Thou Art (LBW 532)
How Great Thou Art
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Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859—-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989

Music: O STORE GUD, Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine

Text and arr. @ 1953 S.K. lline, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135 (ASCAP).
Renewed 1981. All rights reserved.

Duplicatien in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*RESPONSE TO THE WORD: CREED AND CONFESSION (WOV p. 49)
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In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
pray in the Holy Spirit.
Keep yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
If anyone is in Christ, there 1s a new creation:
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.
Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone.
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all
our sins.
Amen
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*PEACE (WOV p. 50)

P Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with

one another, live in peace.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share God’s peace with one another.

*OFFERTORY (WOV p. 50)
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P Let us pray.

Gracious God,

in the abundance of your steadfast love, you call us from death to life, from

silence to speech, from idleness to action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to
you, and with the Church through all the ages we give thanks for your saving
love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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*THE PRAYERS
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God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a nourishing place
for all who are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of baptism, and
send us forth as signs of your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile ecosystems and
restore species in danger of extinction. Teach us new ways of living in balance and
harmony with our non-human neighbors. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and compassion to
judges, lawyers, mediators, and legal advocates. Dismantle systems of mass
incarceration, empower processes of restorative justice, and encourage all who
strive for healing in our communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or
depression, loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who are in any need in your
shepherding care (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering care.
Come close to those whose relationships with their families are difficult, and
console all who grieve the loss of mother figures or the loss of children. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all your saints
(especially), we rejoice in the joy and hope of the resurrection made known to us in
Jesus, your beloved child. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 52)

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION (WOYV p. 53)

P Almighty God, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heav'nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
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REFLECTION
1. What are the characteristics of sheep?

2. Ever thought of yourself as being one (sheep)?

3. ‘Shepherd’ is an old word, but does it hold meaning for you today?

P Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

*THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS*

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. Thank you for coming!

May 17th — 8am Men’s Breakfast @
Glasford Baptist

May 18th — Communion Sunday

May 25t — Non-Communion Sunday

May 26" — Memorial Day

~ Strength & Healing Concerns~
*PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS*
Pam Rabe Judy Livingston Pat Janssen  Bill Juraco  Phyllis Fischer
Lyle & Mary Lou Nannen  Judy Wyss  Virginia Mahan Richard Sathoff
Ray Hammerich Cyndi Benson Carl Satterlee Dave Kroepel
Linda Meyer Debra Watkins Grant Blaza Doug Rabe
Alice Lopez Derek Cruit Heather Hayden Lisa Pate
Marsha Shafer Greg Strickfaden Marie Haage Greg Sewell
Linda Hollenback  Kendall Manwaring
And All Soldiers Serving Our Country
~ ST. PETER HAPPENINGS ~
) ~THANK YOU ~
May 12t — Nonh-Communion Sunday
May 14t — 9am Sewing MUSIC: Marilyn Strickfaden
6pm Council Meeting READER: Carole Heisel

GREETER: Ladies’
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GOSPEL MESSAGE

May 11, 2025
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
All Your Answers Questioned

Some years ago, a class from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago had T-shirts
made with the slogan “LSTC: The place to get all your answers questioned.” What does it
mean to advocate questioning at a seminary? Shouldn’t the church train leaders to
provide answers? It is a common assumption that we achieve right faith by coming to a
correct interpretation of divine things. Indeed, many people of faith are ready and willing
to provide that correct interpretation. But faith is more than a set of propositions. It is a
relationship of trust with the living Lord.

For his part, Jesus tends to resist easy answers. “How long will you keep us in suspense?”
his interrogators ask in today’s gospel reading from John. “If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly” (10:24). But Jesus’ reply is hardly straightforward: “I have told you, and you do
not believe, . . . because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. | know
them, and they follow me” (10:25-27).

We may crave clarity, but faith is not always clear-cut. It is filled with subtlety,
ambiguity, tension. Even as God desires abundant life for us, God also calls us to lay
down our lives for each other. The gospel encompasses both suffering and hope, death
and new life. The Son of Man comes not to be served but to serve, to shepherd.

These truths are hard to “tell plainly.” That is not to say we should not seek
understanding in the life of faith. But faith also means having our answers questioned,
allowing God to renew our minds for the sake of our relationship with Christ who claims
us for himself. After all, the gift and challenge of discipleship is not to come to
indisputable conclusions about God, but to follow our Shepherd on the way.
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