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PRELUDE: ORGAN / CLAVINOVA 

[*] REQUESTS YOUR RISING IF COMFORTABLE 

GREETINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

(The ‘sign of the Cross’ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

 

 

 

*ENTRANCE HYMN Soon and Very Soon (WOV 744) 

**PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 744 IN THE BLUE HYMNAL** 
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*GREETING 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. . . . 

P O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right 

hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world 

may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

LESSONS: LECTIONARY YEAR A  LECTOR: GARY ROSENBOHM 

 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 1:6-14 

 

The First Lesson is from the 1st chapter of Acts.  

6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 

or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going 

and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 
11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” 

 

  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to 

the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 

Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 

Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to 

prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 

brothers. 

Here ends the reading. 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

 
1 Let God arise, and let his ene- | mies be scattered; 

  let those who hate him | flee before him. 

 2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives | it away; 

  as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the pres- | ence of God. 

 3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God; 

  let them also be mer- | ry and joyful. 

 4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name; exalt him who rides up- | on the heavens; 

  YAHWEH is his name, re- | joice before him!  

 5 Father of orphans, defend- | er of widows, 

  God in his holy | habitation! 

 6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners | into freedom; 

  but the rebels shall live | in dry places. 

 7 O God, when you went forth be- | fore your people, 

  when you marched | through the wilderness, 

 8 the earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the | 

God of Sinai, 

  at the presence of God, the | God of Israel. 

 9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon | your inheritance; 

  you refreshed the land when | it was weary. 

 10 Your people found their | home in it; 

  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision | for the poor.  

 33 Sing to God, O kingdoms | of the earth; 

  sing praises | to the Lord. 

 34 He rides in the heavens, the | ancient heavens; 

  he sends forth his voice, his | mighty voice. 

 35 Ascribe pow- | er to God; 

  his majesty is over Israel; his strength is | in the skies. 

 36 How wonderful is God in his | holy places, 

  the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! | Blessed be God! 
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SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

 

The Second Lesson is from the 4th & 5th chapters of 1 Peter. 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 

you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are 

sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory 

is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit 

of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

 

  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 

you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline 

yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 

looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 

your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you 

to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 
11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Here ends the reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

*VERSE 
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*GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those 

who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 

1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you 

have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 

him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave 

me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 

your presence before the world existed. 

  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 

were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know 

that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have 

given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and 

they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 

behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I 

am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 

are one.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY: “JESUS’ HAD A DREAM” 
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HYMN OF THE DAY How Great Thou Art (LBW 532) 
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*CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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*THE PRAYERS 

 

P Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

P O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, 

inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. 

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and 

animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have 

made. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, 

business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for 

peace and equity. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. 

Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with 

memory loss and their families, and heal the sick (especially). Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those 

experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new 

employment (other transitions may be named), and accompany us in our prayers 

during these times. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast 

faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the 

assurances you give. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

A TIME SET ASIDE FOR SILENT PRAYER 
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*PEACE 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us share God’s peace with one another.  

 

 

 

 

*OFFERTORY 
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray. 

P Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, 

our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*DIALOGUE 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who, after his resurrection, 

appeared openly to his disciples and, in their sight, was taken up into heaven, that he 

might make us partakers of his divine nature. And so, with the Church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING 

 

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; 

you bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence. 

We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us. 

We thank you for the new world to come 

and for the love that will rule all in all. 

We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, 

the people of your promise: 

the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, 

the memory of the fathers, the homecoming from exile, 

and the prophets' words that will not be in vain. 

In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, 

who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the incarnation of your Son: 

his human birth and the covenant he made with us. 

We remember the sacrifice of his life: 

his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance of death. 

But chiefly [on this day] we remember his rising from the tomb, 

his ascension to the seat of power, 

and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. 

We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, 

when Christ will come again in beauty and power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we and all who share in this bread and cup 

may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, 

and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is 

yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN One Bread, One Body (WOV 710) 
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COMMUNION HYMN You Satisfy the Hungry Heart: Gift of Finest Wheat (WOV 

711) 
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray. 

P Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom 

you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

*BLESSING 

 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen 
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*BENEDICTION 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below;  

Praise him above ye heav'nly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen  

 

REFLECTIONS 

1. What are some of the Holy Spirit’s talents today? And, what is the Holy Spirit’s 

greatest talent according to Jesus? 

2. Is Eternal Life able to be experienced while we are still alive? 

3. What unifies people the best? (Shared experiences, similar incomes, children, 

proximity,…) 

4. Does the Holy Spirit have ‘what it takes’ today to unify many people? Yes…No? 

Your thinking? 

 

P          Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.               

C         Thanks be to God.     
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~ Strength & Healing Concerns~ 

 

*PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS* 

Pam Rabe   Judy Livingston Pat Janssen  Bill Juraco  

Phyllis Fischer  Mary Lou Nannen Judy Wyss  Virginia Mahan 

Richard Sathoff Carl Satterlee  Dave Kroepel  Linda Meyer  

Grant Blaza  Doug Rabe  Alice Lopez  Marsha Shafer 

Bobby Creamer Becky Pfahl  Brenda Hyneman Rita Scott 

Karen Randle  Julie Scott  

 

And All Soldiers Serving Our Country 

~ ST. PETER HAPPENINGS ~ 
May 17th – Communion Sunday 
May 24th – Non-Communion Sunday 
May 25th – Memorial Day 
May 31st – Communion Sunday 
 

January thru May:  

 

Non-Perishable food items for St. John’s Food Pantry and Personal Care Kit Items:  

 

• Light weight bath towels (dark color) (20”x40”) 

• Bars of Bath Soap 

• Sturdy Combs 

• Adult Toothbrushes 

• Nail Clippers 

 

If you would like, Sharon Benson will do the shopping for you if you would rather. 

Just let her know! Thanks! 

 

There is a container in the Narthex to leave your items. 

The Ladie’s Night will be 

Tuesday, May 19th @ 5:30 at 

Gil’s. Please let Caryn know 

if you will be coming.  

*THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS* 

 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. Thank you for coming! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ THANK YOU ~ 

 

Music: Linda Garmon 

Reader: Gary Rosenbohm 

Greeter: Gents’ 

Comm. Assts: Ed Shafer 

   Mike Rabe 

   Alice Diver 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

May 17, 2026 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

A Focus on Relationship 

The prayers of Jesus in today’s reading come at the conclusion of what is called the 

“Farewell Discourse” in John’s gospel, which takes place prior to Jesus’ arrest in the 

garden. In this discourse Jesus repeatedly emphasizes themes of relationship, mutual 

love, and service as he teaches, gives final instructions, and prays for the disciples. 

In John, more than in the other three gospels, relationship is the ultimate focus of the life 

of faith. Jesus’ mission on earth is to bring people into knowledge of and relationship 

with God the Father. Jesus exemplifies perfect relationship with the Father and wants all 

people to know this same intimacy with God. He also prays that his disciples might live 

in such a loving and mutual relationship with one another. Moreover, he prays that we 

might be one, so that our unity reflects the unity of the Father and the Son. 

Our relationship with God is strengthened and refreshed in faith communities that 

worship together, attend to each other’s needs, and serve others and creation in acts of 

love and compassion. In the Bantu languages and philosophy of Africa, ubuntu refers to 

the moral conviction that “I am because you are,” or “I am because we are.” Ubuntu 

recognizes that our well-being and our futures are bound up in the well-being and the 

future of others. 

Christianity is a religion of relationship, not of self-efficacy. In an increasingly 

individualistic and fragmented world, our faith in Christ demonstrates a bold witness to 

the power and beauty of community. How might Jesus be leading us and the church in 

this subversive work? How might mutual love and interdependence be signs of our faith, 

forging a path of healing for our broken world? 
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