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PRELUDE: ORGAN / CLAVINOVA 

[*] REQUESTS YOUR RISING IF COMFORTABLE 

GREETINGS 

 

 

 

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

 

(The ‘sign of the Cross’ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
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*ENTRANCE HYMN Spirit of Gentleness (WOV 684) 
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*GREETING 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW p. 58) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 62) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. . . . 

P Gracious Father, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread 

which gives life to the world. Give us this bread, that he may live in us and we in 

him, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

LECTOR: CAROLE HEISEL   LECTIONARY YEAR A 

 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 55:1-5 

The First Lesson is from the 55th chapter of Isaiah. 

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also 

promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously 

had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now 

acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel. 

 1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 

  come to the waters; 

 and you who have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 

  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

Here ends the reading. 
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PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 15-22 

 

You open wide your hand and satisfy the needs of every living creature. (Ps. 145:17) 

8 The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger and | of great kindness. 

 9 The LORD is loving to | everyone 

  and his compassion is over | all his works.  

 15 The LORD upholds all | those who fall; 

  he lifts up those who | are bowed down. 

 16 The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD, 

  and you give them their food | in due season. 

 17 You open | wide your hand 

  and satisfy the needs of every | living creature. 

 18 The LORD is righteous in | all his ways 

  and loving in | all his works.  

 19 The LORD is near to those who call | upon him, 

  to all who call up- | on him faithfully. 

 20 He fulfills the desire of | those who fear him; 

  he hears their | cry and helps them. 

 21 The LORD preserves all | those who love him, 

  but he destroys | all the wicked. 

 22 My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD; 

  let all flesh bless his holy name forev- | er and ever. 
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SECOND LESSON: Romans 9:1-5 

The Second Lesson is from the 9th chapter of Romans. 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in 

God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include 

being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in 

worship of God, and receiving divine promises. 

1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the 

Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish 

that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and 

sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, 

the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them 

belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is 

over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

Here ends the reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*VERSE (LBW p. 62) 
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion 

for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform 

one of his greatest miracles. 

13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and 

he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples 

came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds 

away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to 

them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We 

have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 
19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 

two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the 

disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and 

they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those 

who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY: ‘THE ASSIGNMENT’ 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Abide with Me (LBW 272) 
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*CREED (LBW p. 64) 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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*THE PRAYERS 

 

P With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God’s creation. 

P For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word. 

Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and writers, that 

God’s word is broken open and shared with all. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures are 

fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, and all 

whose labor brings your abundance to our tables. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in 

harmony. As this week we remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts instead toward 

your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are 

comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who are 

suffering in body, mind, and spirit (especially). Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of life 

in you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they may become 

blessings for this community. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their witness 

continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your promises in 

life and in death. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in 

the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

A TIME SET ASIDE FOR SILENT PRAYER 
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*PEACE 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us share God’s peace with one another.  

 

 

 

 

*OFFERTORY  
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray. 

P Blessed are you, 

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 

the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

*DIALOGUE (LBW p. 68) 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

*PREFACE (LBW p. 68) 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But chiefly we are 

bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover 

Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and 

by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 

all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with 

angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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*SANCTUS (LBW p. 69) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 69) 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN Break Now the Bread of Life (LBW 235) 
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COMMUNION HYMN For the Bread Which You Have Broken (LBW 200) 
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray. 

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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*BENEDICTION 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below;  

Praise him above ye heav'nly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen  

 

REFLECTIONS 

 

1. Was Jesus a compassionate person? How would He have made you feel if you 

met? 

2. What was the purpose of all the homework you were given in school? Has Jesus 

ever given you an assignment? 

3. Is the Church of today being a ‘good student’ of God’s Word or not? 

 

P          Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.               

C         Thanks be to God.     
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~ Strength & Healing Concerns~ 

 

*PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS* 

Pam Rabe   Judy Livingston Pat Janssen  Bill Juraco  

Mary Lou Nannen Judy Wyss  Virginia Mahan Richard Sathoff 

Carl Satterlee  Dave Kroepel  Linda Meyer  Grant Blaza 

Doug Rabe  Alice Lopez  Marsha Shafer  Bobby Creamer 

Becky Pfahl  Brenda Hyneman Rita Scott  Karen Randle  

Julie Scott  Lois Chitwood 

 

And All Soldiers Serving Our Country 

Thank you to all that made 

it possible to attend Irma’s 

funeral online. So 

appreciated.  Edna 

Brown (Colorado) 

Many thanks to the Evangelism Committee (and all their helpers) for 
their work on making the 250th celebration a great success. It was 
such a wonderful night of food, visiting, and games. You guys really 
know how to throw a party!! 
     Marsha Shafer 

 

 

*THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS* 

 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. Thank you for coming! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ THANK YOU ~ 

 

Music: Linda Garmon 

Reader: Carole Heisel 

Greeter: Council 

Communion Assts: 

  Alice Diver 

  Mike Rabe 

  Loren Benson 
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~ ST. PETER HAPPENINGS ~ 
Sun. Aug. 2nd – Communion Sunday 
Thu. Aug. 6th – 4H Basement Reserved 
Fri. Aug 7th – Church Reserved for Decorating 
Sat. Aug. 8th – Church Reserved for Glover / Fischer Wedding 
Sun. Aug. 9th – Non-Communion Sunday 
  Outdoor Worship Service (Weather Permitting) 
Wed. Aug. 12th – 9am Sewing 
  6pm Council Meeting 
Sat. Aug. 15th – 8am Men’s Breakfast @ St. Peter 
Sun. Aug. 16th – Communion Service 
Tue. Aug. 18th – Ladie’s Night Out @ Gil’s beginning at 5:30p  
Sun. Aug. 23rd – Non-Communion Service 
Sun. Aug. 30th – Communion Service 
  12pm Hammerich Reunion – Basement Reserved 

The WELCA “Project Promise” continues its next phase for the summer months by 

collecting donations for the School Kits in June, July, and August. Containers will 

be available in the Narthex to collect the following items: 

❖ Notebooks – 70 sheets only 

❖ Pencils (unsharpened) and ball point pens (no gel ink) 

❖ Pencil Sharpeners 

❖ Erasers (2 inches) 

❖ Rulers (inches on one side and centimeters on the other) 

❖ Scissors (blunt safety) 

❖ Boxes of crayons (16 or 24 count only) 

 

*If you would like for Sharon to do the shopping, just give her the money and 

she will get it done!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

August 2, 2026 

LECTIONARY 18 

True Abundance 

In our gospel reading, Jesus hears about John the Baptizer’s death and wants to be alone, 

to withdraw “to a deserted place” (Matthew 14:13). But the crowds follow him, the 

disciples follow him, and it seems everyone wants something from him. Jesus’ response 

is compassionate, and he meets their needs, healing those who were sick. Then evening 

falls, and the disciples come to him with a request: “You’ve healed everyone. Now send 

them home. They can buy food in the villages for themselves.” 

Some compassion is needed here for the disciples too. With the twelve of them plus 

Jesus, there are at least thirteen people to feed with what they have—just five loaves and 

two fish. That’s not enough even for them. 

So Jesus does this miracle—he takes what he is given and multiplies it so everyone has 

something to eat, and there are twelve baskets left over. (Twelve baskets means one for 

each disciple to carry and then realize that true abundance comes from Jesus!) 

The miracle fed the people, but it also taught the disciples that, with Jesus, there is always 

compassion and always enough to share. After feeding the thousands, each disciple now 

had a basket full of food. By sharing what they had, through Jesus they received back 

more than they had to begin with. 

This is the true message of Matthew’s text today: God gives us what we need, we share 

what we have with others, and in the end, we are given more than we could ever imagine. 

This is loving the neighbor. This is being God’s grace in the world. At no time is sending 

people away God’s answer. Jesus taught his disciples this important lesson, and we 

continue to learn and struggle with it today. 
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