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PRELUDE: ORGAN / CLAVINOVA 

[*] REQUESTS YOUR RISING IF COMFORTABLE 

GREETINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

 

(The ‘sign of the Cross’ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
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*ENTRANCE HYMN Jesus, Still Lead On (LBW 341) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GREETING 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW p. 58) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 62) 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. . . . 

P Almighty and ever-living God, you have given great and precious promises to 

those who believe. Grant us the perfect faith which overcomes all doubts, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS: LECTIONARY YEAR A   LECTOR: MIKE RABE 

 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

The First Lesson is from the 56th chapter of Isaiah. 

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to 

save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not 

race, nationality, or any other category. 

 1 Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar, 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

Here ends the reading. 
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PSALM: Psalm 67 

 

Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3) 

1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us, 

  show us the light of his countenance, and | come to us. 

 2 Let your ways be known | upon earth, 

  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 

 3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations | upon earth.  

 5 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 6 The earth has brought | forth her increase; 

  may God, our own God, give | us his blessing. 

 7 May God give | us his blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in | awe of him. 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

 

The Second Lesson is from the 11th chapter of Romans. 

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, 

while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not 

rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once 

disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also 

they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may 

now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be 

merciful to all. 

Here ends the reading. 
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*VERSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward 

religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman 

considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 

 

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 

Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 

Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her 

at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, 

“It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, 

yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 

daughter was healed from that moment. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

HOMILY: ‘JESUS: HEAD OR HEART?’ 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Beautiful Savior (LBW 518) 
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*CREED (LBW p. 64) 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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*THE PRAYERS 

 

P With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God’s creation. 

P For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be 

united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a 

witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up 

wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. 

Safeguard endangered species and their habitats (especially). Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the 

outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of 

countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly. 

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find 

comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any 

kind (especially). Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all 

may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community 

together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues 

to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are 

irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in 

the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

A TIME SET ASIDE FOR SILENT PRAYER 
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PEACE 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us share God’s peace with one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

*OFFERTORY (LBW p. 66) 
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray. 

P Blessed are you, 

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 

the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

*DIALOGUE 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame 

death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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*SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 69) 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together (LBW 212) 
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COMMUNION HYMN O Bread of Life from Heaven (isometric) (LBW 222) 
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (LBW p. 72) 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (LBW p. 74) 

 

P Let us pray. 

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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*BENEDICTION 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below;  

Praise him above ye heav'nly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen  

 

REFLECTIONS 

1. Which made Jesus’ decisions, His head or His heart? 

2. Is our Lutheran theology (doctrines) based on Biblical Law or Jesus’ teachings? 

(Huge question, isn’t it?) 

3. Where are your religious beliefs centered: head (reason .. knowledge) or heart 

(compassion ..mercy)? 

 

P          Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.               

C         Thanks be to God.     
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~ Strength & Healing Concerns~ 

 

*PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS* 

Pam Rabe   Judy Livingston Pat Janssen  Bill Juraco  

Mary Lou Nannen Judy Wyss  Virginia Mahan Richard Sathoff 

Carl Satterlee  Dave Kroepel  Linda Meyer  Grant Blaza 

Doug Rabe  Alice Lopez  Marsha Shafer  Bobby Creamer 

Becky Pfahl  Brenda Hyneman Rita Scott  Karen Randle  

Julie Scott  Lois Chitwood 

 

And All Soldiers Serving Our Country 

~ ST. PETER HAPPENINGS ~ 
Sun. Aug. 16th – Communion Service 
Tue. Aug. 18th – Ladies Night Out @ Gil’s beginning at 5:30p  
Sun. Aug. 23rd – Non-Communion Service 
Sun. Aug. 30th – Communion Service 
  12pm Hammerich – Riekena Reunion – Basement Reserved 

The DEADLINE for the Lutheran 

Women of Greater Peoria Fall Mum Fundraiser 

will be on Sunday, August 30, 2026. In addition 

to the mums, you can purchase a $25.00 gift 

card to be used at Picket Fence in Chillicothe. If 

you prefer, you may give a donation made out to 

LWGP.  

John and I will be traveling most of 

September and that is why my deadlines differ 

from what states on the order form.  

I will see that the mums and gift cards 

are here at the church on Sept. 27th.  Thank you, 

Dianne L. Turner 

 

 

 

*THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS* 

 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. Thank you for coming! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ THANK YOU ~ 

 

Music: Marilyn Strickfaden 

Reader: Mike Rabe 

Greeter: Gents’ 

Comm. Assts: Alice Diver 

Mike Rabe 

Ed Shafer  
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

August 16, 2026 

LECTIONARY 20 

Breaking Boundaries 

Jesus did not stay within the boundaries of his time, much to the frustration of authorities. 

He broke through not just geographic boundaries but religious, ethnic, and social 

boundaries as well. 

Jesus intentionally broke geographic and ethnic boundaries in visiting the Canaanite 

communities of Tyre and Sidon. Canaanites and Jews had often been in conflict, so it was 

not that surprising when the disciples attempted to prevent a Canaanite woman from 

seeing Jesus. She was breaking boundaries herself in asking that Jesus heal her child. 

Jesus’ first response seems harsh, but as the woman persisted and acknowledged him as 

“Lord” (something the disciples had been slow to grasp), he healed her child. 

In this encounter, Jesus demonstrated that God’s love cannot be held back by boundaries 

created by humans based on who we are, where we are from, what we have done, our 

background, our position in society, and more. God’s grace and restoration are available 

to all, with no exceptions. 

And yet, history is filled with accounts of bias, discrimination, oppression, segregation, 

persecution, and genocide. Tragically, this continues today in a multitude of ways and a 

multitude of places. 

As present-day disciples, we are called to follow Christ in breaking boundaries, 

challenging biases, and welcoming all to celebrate God’s love at the font and the table. 

So, what boundaries do we need to break to work for peace and proclaim the good news? 

How are we and our congregations fighting bias, discrimination, oppression, and 

persecution wherever we can? How are we persistently asking Christ to heal and restore 

fractured communities and nations around the world? 
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